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This is a decision on applicant's submission under 37 CFR 1.42 filed in the United States 
Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) on 07 April 2006. 

The declaration identified all inventors and was executed by five of six inventors and by 
Karin Popel, identifying her as heir for deceased inventor Wolfgang liirgen Popel. The 
declaration provides the citizenship, residency and mailing address for all inventors including the 
deceased inventor as well as the heir's citizenship, residency and mailing address. 

However, the declaration identified only one heir. It is unclear whether Ms. Popel is the 
sole heir. If she is not the sole heir, the declaration must be executed by all of the heirs of the 
deceased inventor. It is also unclear whether a legal representative of the deceased's estate has 
been appointed or is statutorily required to be appointed. (Applicant is required to promptly 
notify the Office of such and to submit a declaration properly executed by the legal representative 
of the deceased inventor in response to this decision.) 

In situations where it is not clear that the declaration includes the signatures of all the heirs 
(e.g., indicates heir/heirs as opposed to sole heir/all heirs), the Office requires a statement by 
either those signing or the attorney which sets forth that they are in fact all the heirs of the 
deceased inventor. The statement must also set forth that no legal representative of the 
deceased's estate has been appointed or is statutorily required to be appointed. 

Accordingly, it is inappropriate, at this time, to accord the application status under 37 
CFR 1.42. 



CONCLUSION 



For the above reasons, the request for status under 37 CFR 1 ,42 is DISMISSED 
WITHOUT PREJUDICE. 



Application No.: 10/574,973 



2 



Applicant is required to submit a statement by either those signing or the attorney which 
sets forth that they are in fact all the heirs of the deceased inventor. Such statement must also set 
forth that no legal representative of the deceased's estate has been appointed or is statutorily 
required to be appointed. 

Applicant must respond within TWO (2) MONTHS from the mail date of this decision. 
Extensions of time are available under 37 CFR 1.136. 

Any further correspondence with respect to this matter should be addressed to the Mail 
Stop PCT, Commissioner for Patents, Office of PCT Legal Administration, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, Virginia 223 13-1450, with the contents of the letter marked to the attention of the 
Office of PCT Legal Administration. 
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